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generating from the raw image, including employing a first quantizing step, a 
first compressed image data set suitable for reproducing the image at a first quality 
level; and 

generatirijg from the raw image, including employing a second quantizing step 
independent of thirst quantizing step, a second compressed image data set which 
when combined witHythe first compressed image data set reproduces the image at a 
second, higher quality \evel. 



1. The method of claim 10, 
image data set comprises JPEG 



wherein the step of generating a first compressed 



compression. 



12. The method of claim 10J further comprising: 
storing the first compressed image data set in an image storage device; and 
storing the second comp ressed image data set in the image storage device if 

space is available. 

13. The method of claim 12 , 
compressed image data sets are 



wherein the steps of generating the first and second 
erformed by first and second quantizers. 



and 



The method of claim 10, wherein the image storage device includes primary 
^condary storage areas, the method further comprising: 

leasing space in the secondary storage area of the image storage device if 
insufficient space is available in the primary storage area of the image storage device 
to store the first compressed image data set. 
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15. The method of clair l 15, wherein the step of releasing space in the secondary 
storage area of the image st xage device releases space in a first in first out order. 

16. The method of clai L 15, wherein the step of releasing space in the secondary 
storage area of the image siLrage device releases space in a last in first out order. 



17. The method of claim 15, wherein each compressed image data set stored in the 
secondary storage area has associated with it an image quality metric and the step of 
releasing space in the secondary storage area of the image storage device releases 
space in lowest image quality first order. 



18. A system of process 
means for inputting 
means for generatin 

quantizing step, a first comp; 

at a first quality level; and 



ng images in a digital camera comprising: 
a raw image; 
from the raw image, including employing a first 
essed image data set suitable for reproducing the image 



means for generating From the raw image, including employing a second 
quantizing step independent <xf the first quantizing step, a second compressed image 
data set which when combinec with the first compressed image data set reproduces 
the image at a second, higher c uality level. 

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the means for generating a first compressed 
image data set comprises JPEG dompression means. 



20. The system of claim 18,/further comprising: 
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n/p 



means for storing the first compressed image data set in an image storage 
device; and 

means for storing the second Jbompressed image data set in the image storage 
device if space is available. 



21 . The system of claim 20, wherein 
image data set and the means for generating 
comprise first and second quantizers 



in the means for generating the first compressed 
the second compressed image data set 



^2. The system of claim 18, wher sin the image storage device includes primary 
and secondary storage areas, the sysfc m further comprising: 

Leans for releasing space in tpe secondary storage area of the image storage 
device if insufficient space is availablb in the primary storage area of the image 
storage devick to store the first compr issed image data set. 



23. The system of claim 22, where^i 
secondary storage area of the image storage 
order. 



24. The system of claim 22, whereir 
secondary storage area of the image storage 
order. 



the means for releasing space in the 

device releases space in a first in first out 



the means for releasing space in the 

device releases space in a last in first out 



\ The system of claim 22, wherein each compressed image data set in the 
secondary storage area has associated yith it an image quality metric and the means 
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for releasing space in the secondary storage area of the image storage device releases 
space in lowest image quility first order. 



26. A system for proces sing images in a digital camera comprising: 
an image storage device; and 

a processing unit configured to transfer raw image data from an input device, 
generate a first compressed image data set from the raw image, including employing a 
first quantizing step, and gen&rate a second compressed image data set, including 
employing a second quantizing step independent of the first quantizing step, store the 
first compressed image data setlin the image storage device, and store the second 
compressed image data set in the image storage device if space is available. 



27. The system of claim 26 
JPEG compression to generate 
compressed image data set, 



wherein the processor unit is configured to perform 
he first compressed image data set and the second 



^ie 



28. The system of claim 26, wh^rei 
quantizer configured to generate the 
quantizer configured to generate the 



in the processing unit comprises a first 
first compressed image data set and a second 
second compressed image data set. 



29. The system of claim 26, whe rein the image storage device comprises primary 
and secondary storage areas, and the processing unit is further configured to release 
space in the secondary storage areas of the image storage device if insufficient space is 
available in the primary storage ared of the image storage device to store the first 
compressed image data set 
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30. The system of claim 29, wher/in the processing unit is configured to release 
space in secondary storage area of th s image storage device in a first in first out order. 



31 . The system of claim 29, wherein 
space in secondary storage area of tfle 



the processing unit is configured to release 
image storage device in a last in first out order. 



The system of claim 29, whei ein each compressed image data set in the 
secdh^ary storage area has associatec with it an image quality metric and the 
processing unit is configured to releas e space in the secondary storage area of the 
im age storaj^e device in lowest imagej quality first order. 
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